
 1 

JGM Gallery 
24 Howie Street, London SW11 4AY  

(next to Royal College of Art Battersea) 
 

Wednesday 7 July – Saturday 7 August 2021 
 

 
POWERAGE – a solo exhibition by Venezuelan-born British 

artist Juan Bolivar opens at JGM Gallery 
 

 
JGM Gallery is delighted to announce the opening of POWERAGE, a solo exhibition 
by British contemporary artist Juan Bolivar which runs from Wednesday 7 July until 
Saturday 7 August.  
  
This second solo exhibition of Bolivar’s at JGM Gallery, which presents an ambitious 
new body of paintings and limited-edition prints, is titled after the 1978 
album of Australian rock band AC/DC, and weaves together references from popular 
culture, cartoon imagery and art history. 
 
Bolivar was born in 1966 in Caracas, Venezuela. These new works are informed by 
his memories of geometric abstraction and modernist architecture, experienced 
during his childhood, at the Central University of Venezuela designed by Carlos Raúl 
Villanueva, and placed in relation to cartoon imagery encountered at the same time. 
 

 
Juan Bolivar in studio, 2021. Image credit Simon Goodwin 

 
As part of this exhibition’s research, Bolivar looks at Italian early Renaissance 
painting (in particular the 13th and 14th century Sienese School) to feed into the 
decisions of placing cartoon images upon re-enacted American Color Field Painting, 
in particular the works of Barnett Newman, Morris Louis and Kenneth Noland, and 
earlier examples of the European Avant-Garde – Kazimir Malevich, Piet Mondrian 
and Josef Albers. 
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“This type of intertextuality reads at times like a far-fetched plot or absurd comedy 
involving Duccio, Snow White’s Sleepy and Newman’s ‘zip’ paintings,” writes Bolivar 
about his new body of work. “The motifs in POWERAGE bring together comic strips 
and cartoons – the new forms of visual art that emerged in the 20th century – the 
modernist movement in Europe and Post-War Modernism in the US. These 
influences have created a rich and problematised zone where entertainment, popular 
culture and high modernism converge and overlap.”  
 
 
Jennifer Guerrini Maraldi, founder of JGM Gallery, says: “Juan has approached 
this latest body of work in POWERAGE with his characteristic zest and attention to 
detail. Given the lockdowns, POWERAGE has had more time in the making, which 
has added both to the anticipation and development of this new body of work by 
Juan.” 
 
The exhibition is accompanied with a fully illustrated 60-page publication, including 
texts by Jennifer Guerrini Maraldi, Juan Bolivar and Daniel Sturgis, professor in 
painting at the University of the Arts London. 
 
 

 
Entombment, 2020-21 

Acrylic on canvas, 40 x 40cm 



 3 

 
The Flood, 2020 

Acrylic on canvas, 80 x 64cm 
 
 

 
Predella, 2021 

Acrylic on canvas, 215 x 89cm 
 

 
For further information and high-resolution images, please contact:  
JGM Gallery on info@jgmgallery.com or on 0207 228 6027.  
  
 


